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 Town of Middlebury Planning Commission (MPC) 1 

Rotary Small Meeting Room, First Floor 2 

77 Main Street, Municipal Offices 3 

Minutes of June 7, 2018 4 

Approved as amended on 8/2/2018 5 

 Members Present: Barbara Saunders, Chair, Todd Desabrais, Sarah Peluso, Chris Robbins and 
Steve Terry 

Members Absent: Sam Ostrow, Lucy Schumer 

Staff Present:   Jennifer Murray, Dave Wetmore 

Others Present:  

 6 

1. Call to Order: Barb called the meeting to order at 12:05 pm.  7 

 8 

2. Public Comment and adjustments to agenda:  9 

No public present 10 

 11 

3. Minutes:   12 

5/17/2018 minutes- Todd moved to approve the draft 5/17/2018 minutes as corrected, Steve 13 

2nds. No further discussion, minutes approved 5-yes and 0-no  14 

 15 

4. Triangle Green and Printers Alley public meeting comments 16 

The first of three public meeting was held on Tuesday June 5th, here in the large conference 17 

room.  It was attended by approx. 35 people. Barb, Chris and Jen attended. The 6/5 meeting 18 

was facilitated by Aaron Guyette (VHB) and Landworks/David Raphael and Lucy Thayer.  The 19 

crowd formed groups that conducted brainstorming sessions to seek input on potential park 20 

uses and landscape designs.  Once the Bridge and Rail project is complete, Triangle Park will 21 

connect directly to the Town Green and there will be a small park between the railroad and 22 

Printers Alley.  PC members that attended described support for water features (i.e. the 23 

fountain) and restrooms.  Play structures (climbing, game type) and expanded parking were 24 

mentioned as well.  There was discussion that the farmers market should be brought back to 25 

the downtown area.  Regarding the farmers market and other intense uses, concern was 26 

expressed about addressing heavy traffic pressure on grass surfaces.  It was noted that the 27 

upper Park area of the Town Green is not used much because it is dark due to the trees and 28 

topography.  The various public spaces/ parks provide opportunities and different 29 

experiences for visitors, and one goal for the community should be to determine what the 30 

appropriate uses are for each space.  31 

 32 

Printer Alley was also part of the discussion, and attendees noted that convenient and safe 33 

access between Main Street and the Marbleworks is important.  Printers Alley will be one-34 

way vehicular traffic with pedestrian sidewalks.  Separating the sidewalk from vehicular traffic 35 

is critical to maintaining safety.  It was suggested at the meeting that the sidewalk should be 36 

raised above the grade of the Printers Alley and maybe a handrail installed along the Banks 37 

building to facilitate handicap use.  38 

 39 

As previously noted, this is the first of three public meetings regarding the future design of 40 

Triangle Park and Printers Alley. VTrans has not announced their level of financial 41 
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commitment but it is limited.  Once a final design is determined the Selectboard will need to 42 

endorse and approve the final design. The PC acknowledges that the public input derived 43 

from these various public meetings could be used to guide a Downtown Masterplan process.   44 

 45 

Rail Platform project:   46 

The public meeting for the rail platform project is scheduled for June 19th, 7:00-9:00 PM in 47 

the Municipal offices, large conference room. This announcement has been periodically 48 

posted on Front Porch Forum, Chris designed a poster and PC members will be posting them 49 

around Town.  50 

 51 

Jen provided a synopsis of the stakeholder meetings that have taken place with Amtrak, VT 52 

Rail, VTrans and ACTR.  She noted that they will need to rule out any possible rail platform 53 

siting within the railyard north of the underpass, due to passenger safety and multiple uses 54 

occupying sidings.  Jen noted that landowner negotiations will be an important and 55 

challenging part of this process, which the consultant and process will not be able to help us 56 

with very much.  PC discussed some ideas and negotiating points for a few likely options.   57 

 58 

5. Other Business: 59 

 60 

Next meeting- June 28, 2018  (rescheduled from 6/21) 61 

 62 

6. Adjournment:  Sarah moved to adjourn at 1:30 PM, Todd 2nds.  Meeting concluded. 63 

 64 

 65 

 66 

Submitted by:  Dave Wetmore 67 


